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Sea Grant
awards $16
million to
advance U.S.
aquaculture
NOAA, and its Sea Grant partners, are committed to advancing U.S. aquaculture in
informed, sustainable and properly regulated ways.
“With our 2019 investments, we are building on investments by Sea Grant and NOAA
over the last few years to fill critical gaps in information and strengthen connectivity
of science to industry,” said Jonathan Pennock, Director of the National Sea Grant
College Program.
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New NOAA initiatives, 2019-2021
Collaborative networks opportunity (11 nationally)
•
•
•

Maine Aquaculture Hub, Maine Sea Grant
Recirculating Aquaculture Systems Network, Maryland Sea Grant
Seaweed Hub, Connecticut Sea Grant

•

Investigating the viability of quahog and oyster polyculture in Maine

Exploring new aquaculture opportunities
•

•
•

Marissa McMahan, Manomet

An innovative bottom-culture cage to improve yield, manage biofouling,
diversify crops and minimize social conflict as shellfish aquaculture expands
Jeff Auger, Mook Sea Farms

Social, Behavioral and Economic Research Needs
•

Fish, farms, and shared futures: Defining public perceptions of land-based
aquaculture to support sustainable decision-making
•

Laura Rickard, University of Maine

Maine Aquaculture Research, Development & Education Summit• 17 January 2020

Maine Aquaculture Research, Development & Education Summit• 17 January 2020

Goal: Build upon our foundation of successful collaboration and complementary
expertise to better address the development needs of Maine’s aquaculture industry.
By meeting current and future training needs, and addressing emergent issues, we
will reduce barriers to the growth of an industry vital to Maine’s coastal
communities.

Based upon our common vision and goal, address three objectives:
•

Situate aquaculture as a diversifying and strengthening industry for coastal
economies, through multiple-levels of integration to strengthen Maine’s
working waterfronts.

•

Address barriers, particularly workforce development and professional training
for producers.

•

Create programming that will strengthen and broaden existing collaborations, to
support industry innovation and provide targeted evaluation for iterative
improvements and future investments.
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Formalize the Hub
Steering Committee
Quarterly meetings
Hire a coordinator
Search underway
Web presence
•

https://seagrant.umaine.edu/
maine-aquaculture-hub/

•

in short:

https://bit.ly/3agn7zN
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Expand training in response to aquaculture workforce needs
(1) expand our successful Aquaculture in Shared Waters (AQSW)
training to include a new, more advanced curriculum and
(2) continue a longitudinal study of AQSW participants and
program evaluation using social science methods to assess the
program and provide feedback on effectiveness and needs.
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Develop a 10-year roadmap for aquaculture in ME
• Conduct a series of stakeholder and
industry focus groups to reexamine
the 2010 aquaculture economic
development plan
• Assess progress in its implementation
• Construct a new set of action items
designed to guide the state’s
aquaculture development for the
next 10 years
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Build capacity within Maine’s aquaculture industry
Establish a responsive call for
proposals that encourages
industry leaders to identify the
most effective means of achieving
growth.
(1) Incorporate needs from 2019
assessments into focused discussions
with stakeholders to develop a call
for proposals;
(2) Establish an annual process to target
identified industry needs to…
(3) Strategically invest in expansion and
diversification needs of the industry.

Maine Aquaculture Hub: Building capacity
for industry-driven innovation,
diversification, and workforce development
Request for Proposals
for projects seeking to
Address Barriers to the Growth
of Aquaculture in Maine
Letter of Intent: Wednesday, February 12, 2020

https://bit.ly/3agn7zN
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Barriers to Growth…
Shellfish:
•

Seed collection
strategies

•

Nursery/hatchery
technology

•

Shellfish disease
research

Sea Vegetables:
•

Processing
infrastructure

•

Development of new
value-added products

Finfish:
•
•
•

Sea lice management
Effluent treatment
Vaccine development

All Industries:
•
•
•

Risk management
strategies
Business tools
Biofouling control
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Call is now open!
• Purpose: to support the industry to provide the capacity for innovation,
realizing shared priorities, and addressing emergent barriers.
• For this call “industry” is considered to include both growers and companies
that provide goods and services to growers.

• Up to $200,000 is available to support 1 or 2 year projects.
• 1:1 match non-federal match.
• We encourage industry members to submit collaborative proposals with
other growers, industry members, or partners.

•
•
•
•

Letters due February 12th
Full proposals will be due March 18th
Awards expected in early May

There will be an information webinar - date and time to be determined.
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Evaluate impacts of the transdisciplinary Hub
& the effectiveness of the Hub's programming with a focus on
long-term sustainability.
• Social scientists will conduct electronic surveys and interviews
with participants in the transdisciplinary Hub and those funded
by the RFP to assess the effectiveness and provide feedback
necessary to improve and inform future investments.
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Building the HUB

?
?

?
?
?

My contact: gayle.zydlewski@maine.edu; 207-581-1422
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Goal: build capacity and establish a holistic hub of
knowledge that will integrate past, current, and future
research as well as outreach, education, and extension to
promote the successful growth, stability and economic
feasibility of the Atlantic Salmon recirculating aquaculture
systems sector and more broadly, US aquaculture.
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National Sea Grant Seaweed Hub
Central clearinghouse for science-based, non-advocacy, practical
resources about seaweed aquaculture research and outreach
efforts in the US
Collaboration between 10 Sea Grant Programs: CT, ME, NH, MA,
RI, NY, AK, WA, OR, and the National Sea Grant Law Center

Seaweedhub.org

Atlantic Salmon and their Ecosystem Forum • 14 January 2020

Contact information
Gayle Zydlewski, Maine Aquaculture Hub
and RAS-N
gayle.zydlewski@maine.edu
Chris Bartlett, RAS-N
cbartlett@maine.edu
Dana Morse, Maine Aquaculture Hub
dana.morse@maine.edu
Jaclyn Robidoux, Seaweed, Seaweed Hub
jaclyn.roubidoux@maine.edu
Daniel Weaver, Maine Aquaculture Hub –
Proposals and letters of intent
sgresearch@maine.edu

Hub website:
https://bit.ly/3agn7zN

